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ENGLISH

Mission Statement

The AOTP Awards for Excellence in Portuguese Language Teaching are rooted in the foundational
mission of the American Organization of Teachers of Portuguese: to promote the Portuguese language
as a social practice for communication in the United States and globally, and to advocate for the study
of the Portuguese language and the cultures of Portuguese-speaking countries.

In alignment with the AOTP's commitment to excellence, professional development, and community,
these awards recognize individuals, programs, and publications that embody the organization's core
values:

e Excellence in instruction — honoring educators who set and surpass high standards in
Portuguese language teaching across K—12, higher education, and community school settings.

* Scholarship and research — celebrating academic contributions that advance the
understanding and teaching of the Portuguese language and Lusophone cultures.

« Community and collaboration — acknowledging those who foster partnerships, build networks,
and strengthen connections between Portuguese-speaking communities and broader American
society.

* Innovation and sustainability — recognizing programs and initiatives that demonstrate creative
approaches to language education and serve as replicable models for the field.

» Heritage and identity — uplifting educators and researchers dedicated to the preservation and
promotion of Portuguese as a heritage language.

As established in the AOTP Bylaws (Article V), the organization is committed to recognizing
outstanding contributions and achievements within the field of Portuguese language education.

How Winners Are Selected

The AOTP awards process is built on transparency, rigor, and professional judgment. AOTP members
in good standing are invited to nominate candidates in each award category. However, nominations
do not determine winners — the Awards Committee does.

Once nominations are received, the Awards Committee evaluates each candidate independently using
detailed evaluation rubrics developed specifically for each award category. These rubrics are publicly
available on the AOTP website, ensuring full transparency in the evaluation process. The committee's



decision is based solely on the evidence presented in the nomination materials, assessed against the
established criteria.

This is not a popularity vote. The selection process is a rigorous, rubric-based evaluation
conducted by a qualified committee of peers — ensuring that every award reflects genuine merit
and meaningful impact on Portuguese language education.

These awards honor the past, celebrate the present, and inspire the future of Portuguese
language education in the United States and beyond.

PORTUGUES

Misséo da Premiacao

Os Prémios AOTP de Exceléncia no Ensino de Portugués tém suas raizes na missédo fundadora da
American Organization of Teachers of Portuguese: promover a lingua portuguesa como prética social
de comunicagdo nos Estados Unidos e no mundo, e defender o estudo da lingua portuguesa e das
culturas dos paises lus6fonos.

Em consonancia com o compromisso da AOTP com a exceléncia, o desenvolvimento profissional e o
fortalecimento da comunidade, estes prémios reconhecem individuos, programas e publicacfes que
incorporam os valores centrais da organizagéo:

» Exceléncia no ensino — homenageando educadores que estabelecem e superam altos
padrdes no ensino de portugués na educacgdo basica (K-12), no ensino superior e em escolas
comunitérias.

» Pesquisa e producdo académica — celebrando contribuicGes académicas que avancam a
compreensao e o ensino da lingua portuguesa e das culturas luséfonas.

 Comunidade e colaboragcdo — reconhecendo aqueles que fomentam parcerias, constroem
redes e fortalecem as conexdes entre as comunidades luséfonas e a sociedade americana.

* Inovacdo e sustentabilidade — reconhecendo programas e iniciativas que demonstram
abordagens criativas ao ensino de idiomas e servem como modelos replicaveis para a area.

» Heranca e identidade — valorizando educadores e pesquisadores dedicados a preservacgao e
promogéao do portugués como lingua de heranca.

Conforme estabelecido no Estatuto da AOTP (Artigo V), a organizacdo esta comprometida em
reconhecer contribui¢Bes e realizacdes excepcionais no campo do ensino de lingua portuguesa.

Como os Vencedores Sao Selecionados

O processo de premiagdo da AOTP é construido com base na transparéncia, no rigor e no julgamento
profissional. Os membros ativos da AOTP sédo convidados a indicar candidatos em cada categoria de
prémio. No entanto, as indica¢cbes ndo determinam os vencedores — quem decide é o Comité



Avaliador.

AplGs o recebimento das indicagBes, o Comité Avaliador analisa cada candidato de forma
independente, utilizando rubricas de avaliacdo detalhadas, desenvolvidas especificamente para cada
categoria de prémio. Essas rubricas estdo disponiveis publicamente no site da AOTP, garantindo total
transparéncia no processo de avaliacdo. A decisdo do comité € baseada exclusivamente nas
evidéncias apresentadas nos materiais de indica¢do, avaliadas de acordo com o0s critérios
estabelecidos.

Este ndo é um processo de votagcdo popular. A selecdo é uma avaliagao rigorosa baseada em
rubricas, conduzida por um comité qualificado de profissionais da area — garantindo que cada
prémio reflita mérito genuino e impacto significativo no ensino de lingua portuguesa.

Estes prémios honram o passado, celebram o presente e inspiram o futuro do ensino de lingua
portuguesa nos Estados Unidos e além.



